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Extended Newsletter available on line
Bumper issue this month - Special thank you to Tamar, Peter and Mark our contributors
Diary Notes - the Novice Beekeeper’s first Year (2012)
The year started with a 10 evening session on beekeeping run by Bromley Beekeepers. I managed to attend 9 of
them, missing the rather crucial one on swarming, but more of that later. An excellent course and despite the worries about all the things that can go wrong I decided to take the plunge and acquired my first nuc in mid April, with
a lovely Buckfast queen. Getting them into the hive was slightly traumatic but all seemed well and I got into the
routine of weekly inspections. Flushed with enthusiasm some 6 weeks later I acquired my second colony. For reasons I won’t bore you with I was unable to inspect them when I took delivery from the bee supplier and on getting
them home put them straight into my spare hive. Let them settle, I thought, and inspect in a couple of days time!
In a couple of days time I was doing a bit of gardening and heard the buzzing of a bee. It got louder and louder.
Thought I better go down to the end of the garden and check my two hives, where I found a swirling mass of bees
over my first hive. My lovely queen was leaving! Observed from a distance and they settled on a shrub. To say I
was in a panic rather underplayed the crisis. I knew what to do in theory but the practice was rather different, and I
had used my spare hive 2 days earlier. Read the book but where could I get confirmation; Croydon Beekeepers of
course. Went to the web site and saw that Colin Marshall was swarm officer for my area, so rang him. Colin gave
me very practical advice in a very calm way and I felt a lot better, although still in a bit of a panic as I didn’t have a
spare hive, or a skep to put the swarm in. Back on the Internet and found a local supplier of hives. Arranged to collect, got out a cardboard box and went to tackle the swarm. Got them in the box, collected the hive, built a little
ramp and dumped the bees on it, fully expecting them to fly away but no, they did just what the book said they
would and marched up the ramp into the hive. Magic! Sorted out the hive they had swarmed from, leaving 1 queen
cell, or so I thought. All was well, for the time being!
The next day, still suffering from shock, thought I better examine my second hive. Disaster! No queen and lots of
queen cells. Rang Colin again, sorry Colin, who told me exactly what to do. Felt a lot calmer but a little peeved at
having been sold a nuc in that state and contacted the supplier, who offered to send me another queen, should I
need it.
Several weeks later I went down to look at the bees, I usually checked them out at least 6 times a day, not that I’m
obsessive, and 30 feet up on a tree was a ball of bees. Where did they come from! Rang Colin again, I’m really,
really sorry Colin. They were out of my original hive, which should have been producing a new queen. Tried to get
to swarm but decided that my neck was more important than the bees. Sadly the next few days were wild and
windy and they all perished.
The hive with my original lovely queen was doing well and I was anxious for signs of brood in the other 2 hives
and after a few weeks I had it. I was happy. However, after another week and in one hive where they had sealed the
brood it was clear that the pattern was random, and all drone. Checked the book and realised I had laying workers.
The remedy seemed quite drastic and having a soft spot for my bees I decided to get as many bees into another hive
by manipulating its position and left the rump to live out their lives in a nuc box. I wasn’t unhappy as I had intended having 2 hives, not 3, and that was what I had. - Continued page 3

Events
7th Dec - 1.15pm Surrey AGM at Holy Trinity Church Hall, Claygate. Celia Davis, guest speaker on ‘Doing
Things Better’
18th Jan - General Husbandry, East Horsley
25th Jan - Mead Making, Ewell
Module Study group for those interested in learning about the products of the Hive
First Wednesday of the month 7.30pm in the Foxley Hatch Russell Hill Purley

Apiary News
Our Apiary Team continues to meet regularly on Thursdays, although we are now missing one of our stalwarts, Ron
Williams who had a knee replacement earlier in the autumn – we wish him well with his new bionic limb and hope
that he will be soon running much faster after his ’64,000’ service – or has he done more miles than this! Please do
feel free to join us; you will be made very welcome, given a cup of tea and a piece of cake; of course later you will
probably be given a task (not too onerous of course).
Croydon Friends of the Earth (FOE) recently made a donation of £25 to our apiary as part of their current “Save
Britain’s Bees’ campaign. At least six of our members attended their showings of the ‘More than Honey’ film at the
David Lean Cinema in Croydon in November; FOE seem very keen to work closely with us in the near future which
is good news. We decided to invest in bee friendly flowers for the spring and have been busy planting well over 300
bulbs: everyone should be looking forward to a lovely spring showing.
The recovery from the disastrous vandal attack in freezing weather last February continues; if folk remember, our
hives were knocked over and pulled apart leaving us with only two which survived the spring. We took no honey
this summer and concentrated on building up stock which is now up to five colonies with two further ones which we
can use for teaching purposes. It will still take a few more years to get back to ideal levels; to the stage where we are
able to reserve colonies specifically for honey production.
The main hut roof will just survive another winter but will need to be re-roofed in the not too distant future – we are
looking for any members experienced in this sort of work to advise us. The main intention is to clear as much space
inside for a seating area; we also have plans to construct an outside lean-to equipment shelter at the top end of the site
– is there a builder in the house?
Happy Christmas to you all
The Winter Drone - an anachronism!
Varroa – the dirty word!
A history and personal viewpoint
It makes me sound an old fogey when I say Beekeeping 30 years ago was a much easier pursuit than it is today. You
kept your bees well away from neighbours (gardens were longer) and just looked at them occasionally; perhaps just
to check that too much honey crop had not been taken, so the ‘girls’ had sufficient winter supplies; check to see if the
queen was laying nicely, they were healthy bees and there was plenty clean comb and space: and that was that!
Swarming wasn’t a huge problem (providing your bees were clean) you just had a reduced crop from that one hive,
made up perhaps by your other hive(s): no hassle – beekeepers are not greedy!
Varroa – the dirty word! - Continued on page 10
Things to do in December : from the editor
Ok apart from opening all those Xmas pressies and drinking far too much, its time to think about those lovely ladies down at the bottom of the garden. By now you will have all your spare kit ready for the approaching season,
you will have perused the catalogues and placed orders for more than you need. You will have gone back to the
drinking and being merry - STOP, your bees need you! Wait for a calm day and administer the Varroa treatment on
a broodless colony. For my own part I favour the simple trickle method between Xmas and the new year, it’s simple and effective. Have a look here - http://www.blackburnbeekeepers.com/Trickle-Method.pdf
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Continued fron page 1 Weekly inspections continued and I had got pretty good at spotting queens cells, having fallen down on the job on
several occasions. Spotted a few in the hive with my lovely queen, which I knocked on the head, and again! Read
the book and realised I needed to do an artificial swarm. All went well, left 2 unsealed queen cells, as recommended, and through moving the hive around I got most of the flying bees into the hive with my lovely queen and, according to the book, the remaining bees would destroy 1 of the queen cells I had left. Sadly the bees had read
another book because some days later, on one of my many daily visits to my hives, I’m really not obsessive, about
50 feet up in a tree was what looked like a lot of bees. Got the binoculars out and yes, it was bees. Didn’t even
think about trying to get them and a couple of days later they were off. Had a peek into the hive and both queen
cells had hatched and there was another huge sealed queen cell that hadn’t been there before. What to do, what to
do? Decided to leave it and had another peek at it a week later, when all trace of it had gone, so the bees had eventually got around to reading the book. After some weeks, with poor weather, it was clear that the queen had either
been lost on its mating flight or hadn’t been mated, so merged with another hive.
The rest of the season was fairly uneventful and I have 2 strong colonies going into winter, which is where I wanted to be. Looking back on my first year I’m slightly heartened by hearing it has been the worst year for beekeeping
for over 30 years, so it wasn’t all my fault. However, I’ve learned a lot from my mistakes, most importantly being
that inspections must be rigorous and regular. I’ve also found that attending the Croydon Beekeepers apiary sessions to be absolutely essential. Apart from gaining hands on experience of inspections it’s an opportunity to interrogate those who know a lot more than I do, something I did every time I attended. I just need to get the mouse
guards on and then batten down the hatches for winter, and look forward to next year.
Postscript for 2013
Continued to make mistakes but have ended 2013 with 3 good colonies and a cupboard full of honey!
Peter Gammie
Eds note - Peter in Madagascar next month - I’ve read it - not to be missed!

New NDB Short Course dates
We are delighted to announce three new short course dates for early in the New Year, and as an email subscriber you
are amongst the first to hear about these. The following dates have been confirmed and are now open for bookings:

Month /Date
January
February
February

18, 19
8, 9
15, 16

Course Title

Lead Tutor

Venue

Microscopy
Adult Bee Diseases
Anatomy & Dissection

Ken Basterfield
Dan Basterfield
Dan Basterfield

Devon
Devon
Devon

For more information and to apply, please visit the NDB website. We are working on the dates & locations for other
courses in the New Year and will email you about these as soon as arrangements have been confirmed.

Honey and Bees in Spain by Tamar - Intrepid Honeybee Explorer
We visited Catalonia last month. Initially, we drove from Barcelona to Besalu. This is a medieval town outside of
Figueres.
What a fantastic place, right on the river, with a beautiful bridge, sprouting a portcullis ½ way across.
We visited the museum which showed how they have kept bees in cork hives. Must be well insulated.
As usual, we kept our eyes out for bees, and what flowers they were going for.
The most notable flower they went for was the ivy flower!! They were alive with bees, and let off a very sweet
aroma, as we passed.
I never noticed that here, but it’s not so warm here, and the ivy blossom is often too high to notice.
Having hired a car, we decided to drive through the mountains and visit the winery’s. The countryside looked just
like my hometown (Santa Barbara) with burnt oak trees, sprouting new leaf, and wild anise growing on the side of
the road. Luckily, the town we were heading for (Capmany) was untouched, but the shopkeeper told me that they
had lost 28 local villages in the fire. What happens to the bees, during these wild fires???
We eventually found our first winery. After trying the wines, I enquired about honey. It turned out they had 3
varieties; Flower, Herb (rosemary) and Mountain.
We decided to try the Mountain, as it was dark in colour, and therefore different. Clear, thick, sticky and drenched
in flavour.
I couldn’t help wondering if it was honeydew honey, as the immediate area was covered in conifers of some sort.
Wow! This honey was amazing!
The whole bottle was gone in a 3 days. OK, I confess, I kept grabbing a spoonful, whenever I walked past the bottle.
I only wished I’d bought a case. It was selling @ 5 Euro for a 500 ml. bottle.
So, if anybody is planning a trip to Catalonia....... I’ll be happy to direct you to the honey.
Bee Photo’s by Martyn
Next month: Sharm, Egypt. It’s the dessert, but who knows what I’ll find.

Dartington Long Hive - Kirsty Gordon
I inherited my Dartington Long Hive from my mentor John, six years ago. It was my first hive, we’ve always got
along nicely and I’ve kept bees in it ever since.
The first thing that strikes you about a Dartington is how very big it is - it can feel like keeping bees in a big, upended wardrobe. It’s raised up on legs so that the brood chamber is at waist height and the brood box is the size of
two deep Nationals, with a built-in mesh floor and an entrance at each end. It looks a bit like a top-bar hive but it
actually takes regular deep 12”x14” frames, it can hold up to 21 but I’ve never run mine at capacity (the largest
colony I’ve had has been about 13 or 14 frames). Instead, I keep the brood box split with a dividing board and just
use the front half of the hive.
The size of the brood nest is controlled with a dummy board: as the colony expands, you move the dummy board
forwards towards the entrance; if the colony gets very large, you can start shifting the dividing board itself backwards to make more space; as the colony shrinks down in the winter, you close it all back down. This means that,
except at the height of summer, there’s an empty space inside the hive between the front face and the dummy
board, sort of like an entrance lobby. The bees never seem inclined to tack it up with brace comb and there’s
enough space to slide the brood frames along inside the hive - it feels less disruptive working the bees this way and
you never end up squeezing frames in & out of a cramped space. Also, you don’t have to split the brood nest horizontally for each inspection, which is what can happen with a double-brood National.
The Dartington was designed to minimise the back strain that’s often associated with beekeeping, and that’s its
main selling point. Because you’re expanding the colony horizontally rather than vertically, you never end up lifting brood boxes. The legs are adjustable so you can work at a comfortable height, instead of bending over. The
Dartington comes with four half-sized crown boards and four half-sized supers each taking 5 frames, so, again, no
heavy lifting. It’s great for people who have bad backs or other mobility issues, or who simply aren’t physically
that strong. I’m smallish and sadly lacking in upper body strength - if supers start stacking up on a conventional
hive, I struggle to lift them down comfortably without banging them about. That’s never a problem with the Dartington. The double-sized roof is a bit bulky but it’s not actually heavy, I can manage it easily by myself.
Apart from the lack of lifting, another benefit of the Dartington is that you’ve always got a spare hive. Because
there’s an entrance at each end, you can run two colonies out of it simultaneously, which I’ve done a couple of
times - it works. This is useful for splitting colonies (you can perform an artificial swarm simply by sliding all the
brood frames to the back, replacing the divider and setting the front up as the ‘swarm’ hive). And when you’re not
keeping bees in it, you can store spare frames and kit in the back half, which is useful too.
That said, the huge brood box combined with the mini supers does mean that there’s an excessive amount of space
downstairs compared to the space upstairs. You can’t really ‘over super’ in the spring and I’ve never got much
honey out of my Dartington bees. This could easily be my fault, rather than the hive’s: it should be possible to
keep the brood nest tight with the dummy board and encourage the bees up; one standard super could easily be
substituted for two mini-supers, and there’s no reason not to stack supers two-deep. But still, the Dartington is just
- big. You never get the feeling of a box bursting with bees, like you do with a National. I like to imagine it makes
the bees less swarmy and they seem to over-winter fine, despite the size; but I do think that the honey crop might
suffer as a result.
Like most people, I learned to keep bees with Nationals, and there is a bit of adjustment required. A Dartington is
less adaptable, the frames can only be run warm-way and you have to stand to the side of the hive, rather than behind it, which some people find uncomfortable. Plus, a Dartington is basically one big box with an open mesh
floor permanently attached to the base: a lot of the National manipulations that you take for granted - Bailey comb
changes; putting a queen excluder over the floor to stop a swarm of bees from absconding; uniting colonies by
stacking the brood boxes on top of each other - these things can’t easily be done with a Dartington. It’s hard to
move the bees out, too - when I down-sized my old queen, I ended up moving the brood frames into a nuc, taking
the roof off the Dartington and leaving the nuc in the body of the hive overnight, so that all the bees from the sides
and the floor could crawl inside.

That said, I’ve got a deep National, a shallow National and a Dartington, and I still like my old long hive the best.
I bought a second Dartington this autumn from a retiring beekeeper who’d been using it because of his bad back.
He’d closed up both ends, drilled an entrance hole in the side, and he’d been running it cold-way as one very big
hive, quite successfully, for a good few years. I’m going to seal up the side entrance, reinstate the dividing board
and improvise a couple of horizontal queen excluders – it shouldn’t be difficult.

Chairman’s Report - AGM
It is my sad duty to say that three of our members passed away during the year: Terry Stephensmith, Rosemary Collet, and John Ving.
All three contributed immensely to the Division in their own way and all will be greatly missed.
On a more cheerful note: the Apiary team have put in a lot of work over the summer and the Apiary site continues to improve - well
done to David and his team (Derrick Read, Ron Williams & Peter Donovan).
Our apiary meetings have been well attended and I am delighted to say we have some very enthusiastic beginners. Generally, meetings
ran reasonably well this year: we always need skilled mentors to help out, and do suffer from a lack of wet weather facilities. There are
plans to clear more space in the main hut so in future we will be able to move under cover if the heavens open.
The Croydon Honey Show went very well with plenty of entries in the honey classes and for cakes. The challenge for next year is to
improve the number of entries in some of the other classes (Wax, Candles Mead and Cut comb). Thanks to all the people who entered
and those helped on the day, but particularly to Joyce Atkinson for organising the event and to Bob Maurer and Kay Stephensmith for
judging the show.
A small group took the BBKA exams last March; we have a couple of candidates entering the next November exam and a small Study
Group aiming for the early 2014 exam date.
David Shepherd conducted a survey of the member’s views. The results were generally very positive and interestingly the feedback
showed our winter talks to be our most popular activity; so we are looking to find more speakers to increase the number of meetings.
Surrey BKA asked for a list of all the events organised or attended by CBKA. These include training events, talks to local groups and
stalls at fairs – it is surprising how they add up and thanks to everyone who helped! However, we did have to turn down a number of
offers to attend local events due to the lack of honey (for sale) and a shortage of volunteers. So if anyone is able to help out next year
either with your time or by providing honey or cut comb to sell, please let a member of the committee know.
I am sure you will all agree Colin Marshall has been doing an excellent job with both the Newsletter and the web site, but he does rely
on other people supplying material. So if you have any articles or are willing to provide photographs please do pass them on.
And finally, due to the late spring my honey crop although slightly better than last year was still poor. I would be interested to know
how everyone did!

Future events
General Husbandry, SBKA education event
Mead making, SBKA education event Epsom

- 18th January 2014
- 24th January 2014

Nominees for Committee
Trustee
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership

Vacant
Mark Stott
Joyce Atkinson
Tamar De Vane
Margaret Scott

Apiary Manager

David Shepherd

Croydon Honey Show Secretary
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member

Joyce Atkinson

John Lunn
Derek Read
Harry Parker
Richard Snelling

Note;
Margaret also represents Croydon on the Surrey Show Committee
Mark also represents Croydon on the Surrey Education Committee
If any members would like to join the committee for the coming year please get in touch.

CBKA 2014 Diary - Last updated:

Saturday, 30 November 2013

Note some dates may be revised as the year progresses -please check the website for the latest information
Apiary Meetings 2014 -All meeting start at 2.30pm and will be at Hartley Down
Non-members are welcome to attend by arrangement with the Apiary Manager
13th April
Apiary Meeting
The first meeting of the year. Activities will depend on the weather
th
27 April
Apiary Meeting
11th May
Apiary Meeting
25th May
Apiary Meeting
th
8 June
Apiary Meeting
22nd June
Apiary Meeting
13th July
Apiary Meeting
th
27 July
Apiary Meeting
10th August Apiary Meeting
Extraction meeting?
th
24 August Apiary Meeting
14th Sept
Apiary Meeting
th
28 Sept
Apiary Meeting

Other Events
Note: some dates may be revised and new events added -please check the website for the latest information
Event: Surrey AGM and Talk by Celia Davis ‘Doing Things Better’
Date: 7th December 2013 1.15pm Venue: Holy Trinity Church Hall, Claygate.
Open to: Members Cost: None.
Advanced booking: not required
This is the Annual General Meeting of the Surrey Association and chance for members to find out how the Association is run. It is also a great chance to meet Beekeepers from the other areas of Surrey.
Following the formal meeting there will be a talk by Celia Davis, who is one of the leading experts in Beekeeping in
the UK and an excellent speaker.
Event: Study Group - Products of the hive and forage
Date: 8th January 2014 7.30-9.30pm Venue: Foxley Hatch, Purley
Open to: Members Cost: None
Advanced booking: not required
The group is following the syllabus for the BBKA exam Module 2. While it is hoped that members of the group will
chose the sit the exam anyone who is interested is welcome to join the group.
Email buzzibeez@gmail.com for more details
Event: Winter talk – The bee from Egg to Adult, by Liz Knee
Date: 10th January 7.30-9.30pm
Venue: Warlingham Methodist Church Hall. CR0 9LE
Open to: Open event. Non-members are very welcome.
Cost: Free entry (although a donation of £2 towards the
costs would be gratefully appreciated)
Advanced booking: not required
Liz is the Chair of the Epsom Division. She has kindly agreed to give a talk on Bee Biology explaining the development of the bee from Egg to the Adult. This is not only a fascinating subject but by understanding the lifecycle of the
bee it should help us in the management of our colonies.
After the talk tea and cake will be served giving time for general discussions.
Email buzzibeez@gmail.com for more details

Event: General Husbandry Training
Date: 18th January 2014 all day eventVenue: East Horsley
Open to: Members with 3 years’ experience Cost: £25
Advanced booking: Required. Contact; srickwoodsbka@gmail.com
An SBKA Education Committee event open to Croydon Members.
It is aimed at any members who would like to become qualified as a beekeeper.
See the surrey web site for details; (link)
Event: Mead making
Date: 24th January 2014 all day eventVenue: East Horsley
Open to: Members Cost: £20
Advanced booking: Required. Contact; srickwoodsbka@gmail.com
An SBKA Education Committee event open to Croydon Members.
See the surrey web site for details;
Event: Study Group - Products of the hive and forage
Date: 5th February 7.30-9.30pm
Venue: Foxley Hatch, Purley
Open to: Members Cost: free
Advanced booking: not required
The group is following the syllabus for the BBKA exam Module 2. While it is hoped that members of the group will
chose the sit the exam anyone who is interested is welcome to join the group.
Email buzzibeez@gmail.com for more details
Event: Study Group - Products of the hive and forage
Date: 5th March 7.30-9.30pm Venue: Foxley Hatch, Purley
Open to: Members Cost: free
Advanced booking: not required
The group is following the syllabus for the BBKA exam Module 2. While it is hoped that members of the group will
chose the sit the exam anyone who is interested is welcome to join the group.
Email buzzibeez@gmail.com for more details
Event: Talk – Moth and Butterflies by Tony Hoare
Date: 28th March 2014 7.30-9.30pm Venue: Warlingham Methodist Church Hall. CR0 9LE
Open to: Open event. Non-members are very welcome.
Cost: Free entry (a donation of £2 towards the costs
would be gratefully appreciated)
Advanced booking: not required
Details to follow.
Event: BBKA Spring Convention
Date: 4-6th April 2014 Venue: Harper Adams University College, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB
Event: Croydon Green Fair
Date: 21st JuneVenue: North End
Open to: Public eventCost: free
Advanced booking: Volunteers needed to help man the stall
We will be providing a stall in support of the Green Fair in Croydon.
Event: Painshill Honey Festival
Date: 20th July
Venue: Painshill Country Park Cobham KT11 1AA
Open to: Public eventCost: free
Advanced booking: Volunteers needed to help man the stall
We will be providing a stall in support of this major new event.

Varroa – the dirty word! - Continued from page 2
I don’t seem to think there was much talk about maximising honey crop, the best breeding stock etc.; although we
certainly did not put up with vicious bees. Perhaps I was too parochial.
When Varroa arrived at our shores over 20 years ago we initially sent off samples for free diagnosis and I remember
being quite disappointed when eventually mine did come back positive. Of course it wasn’t too long before the spread
northward became inevitable and all members of the BBKA were regularly encouraged to use the varroacide strips
for exactly the same 6 weeks at end of September, hoping that the national mite population could be reduced in this
way. Of course nationally it did not work: there were many beekeepers not BBKA members, not aware, perhaps
rather embarrassed at finding their colonies declining, who kept quiet. In turn, of course, this would have contributed
considerably to the mite population: had this not been so I am still certain that the onward march of Varroa was
inevitable.
Given time (a few hundreds of years or more) our Apis mellifera will inevitably adapt on its own; but of course we
could not and cannot wait that long, so we continued to treat with varroacide strips every autumn ‘to keep our
colonies clear of mites’ irrespective of the number of mites in the colony – and of course in the same way that
antibiotics (all based on the original penicillin) are now failing to work through overuse, there are now serious
problems with reduced varroacide efficacy – they do not work properly any more!
Varroa of course proved to be a much more serious problem because of the 6 common (18 listed) virus infections
that it transmits as a vector. We are now in the realm of managing the population: integrated pest management
IPM, where we have a battery of techniques we can use throughout the year to reduce the mite population to a
manageable level. Ranging from the now standard use of ‘open floors’ and dusting with icing sugar to the use of
naturally occurring compounds (thymol and organic acids such as oxalic, formic and lactic) applied directly or within
a preparation. Other approaches include feed preparations aimed at boosting bee immune systems, which are fine
and good but surely a similar situation to us taking lots of vitamin pills and supplements, whilst paying insufficient
attention to correct diet. Bee immune systems are important, so is it not equally important to ensure they have good
diet for winter supplies: perhaps we could be over-relying on syrup and failing to leave sufficient stores.
However now coming to the crux of the point of writing all this: do we all monitor our mite population on a
regular basis? I think official advice is at least once a month (or even more frequently in season). With the varroa
floors it is so easy to pop in a tray for 5 – 7 days: we have found that 4mm ‘correx’ fits the bill admirably and we
have a supply that can easily be cut to size. It is not essential but a DIY grid made of a frame and cord or wire, makes
counting much easier. FERA (Food and Environment Research Agency) have some excellent advice on their website
including a ‘Varroa Calculator’ which advises: to treat or not to treat! If you leave the tray in for too long, it will
become infested with a population of wax moths and pollen beetles (in the summer), propolis and other muck in the
winter – not a huge problem though.
Which brings me onto my next point: surely treating a colony irrespective of whether the mite population is high
or low is questionable practice. Yes we did it with varroacide and look what happened – the mites developed a
substantial resistant population. Surely we want to keep some remedies we can rely upon, which means varying our
treatments and only treating when necessary (naturally we bear in mind when honey crops are removed).
The breeding of Varroa resistant colonies (linked to inherited grooming characteristics) will of course be the answer:
treatment without careful thought will inevitably hinder this process.
There you are I’ve said my bit: there’s still time to push in a floor for 5-7 days before Christmas. The oxalic dribble
method is so easy to apply (if needed) and the small application bottles (treating two colonies) are inexpensive; but
it needs to be in December or early January when the temperature is above 3 degrees c.
David Shepherd
Apiary Site Manager
Notes:
·

Contact me if you want a sheet of correx, but cardboard cut to size is perfectly adequate – just does not
last as long.· Notes on Integrated pest management (& much more) obtained from Beebase
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase

·

Link for Varroa Calculator (use with caution because it was produced before the development of winter
treatments, but it does give some help)
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/public/BeeDiseases/varroaCalculator.cfm

Wisborough Green Division - West Sussex BKA

Beekeeping Course
Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non - Beekeepers
At:- Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF.
Sat 8th March 2014. Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m.
The course is suitable for those who wish to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will also be suitable for
those who have kept bees for some time. It will largely follow the syllabus of the BBKA Basic assessment, but with
variations. This course is based on nearly 50 years experience, not just repeating what is in books.
Subjects covered will include:How to learn about bees

Obtaining bees and equipment

Different kinds of bees

Where to site hives

How bees live naturally and how we can manage them

Protective clothing

What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water

Colony Management

How bees store the crop

Handling bees carefully

What happens in a beehive and where

Swarming and dealing with it

The 3 castes - queen, drones, workers

Dealing with the crop

How to start

Making colony increase

Choosing the type of hive and why

Feeding

Essential equipment

The colony in winter

Course fee £40. Second and subsequent attendees booked together £35*. Under 16 with a paying adult £15*.
Price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic Beekeeping”.
Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”. Additional copies available on the day at £5.
For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £30.
Enquiries:-

Roger Patterson. roger-patterson@btconnect.com 01403 790 637 or 07976 306 492

Booking:-

Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU. 01798 343470,
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com preferably using the form on the website.

Cheques payable to:- WSBKA Wisborough Green Div.

Web Site

Visit us on www.wgbka.org.uk

Prepare yourself for the coming season – now
Pulborough Village Hall is off Lower Street. Turn down next to the Oddfellows Arms, right to the bottom and turn
right into the car park. If this is full then use the main car park immediately before it. We understand the main car
park will be free for hall users.

SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
TRAINING DAYS
GENERAL HUSBANDRY ASSESSMENT
TRAINING DAY
Have you kept 5 colonies of bees for 4 years or 4 colonies of bees for
5 years and passed your Basic Assessment?
Are you seriously contemplating taking the General Husbandry Assessment in
2014 or 2015?
If so, then this training day will provide you with information regarding the
syllabus, how the assessment is carried out and handy hints and tips with
plenty of audience participation!

· Introduction to the day
· The syllabus and its interpretation
· How the assessment is carried out – what to expect
· Practical aspects of the assessment – audience participation and presentation
· Theory aspects of the assessment – audience participation and presentation

Saturday 18th January 2014 10am till 3.45pm
20 places available at £25 per person to include refreshments and a light
lunch

East Horsley Village Hall KT24 6QT
RESERVATIONS
To reserve a place please email Sandra Rickwood at
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or phone 01932 244326
FULL DIRECTIONS AND PAYMENT DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH
CONFIRMATION OF PLACE

SURREY BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION TRAINING DAYS
Mead Making Workshop
Join Michael Badger for a one day workshop to learn about:
· Types of mead and honey wines for both exhibition and consumption
· The making of mead – ingredients and methods
· Exhibiting and judging
· Tasting - bring a sample of your own mead for all taste
· Discussion and questions
· Suitable for all levels of experience - from beginner to expert

Saturday 25th January 2014 10am to 3pm
18 places available at £20 per person
(Light refreshments will be provided but we ask that
attendees supply their own packed lunch)
Venue
Upper Mill Apiary – Epsom Division of Surrey Beekeepers
Kingston Road, KT17 2AF

RESERVATIONS
To reserve a place please email Sandra Rickwood on
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or phone 01932 244326
FULL DIRECTIONS AND PAYMENT DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH
CONFIRMATION OF PLACE

