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May I and the committee take the opportunity to wish all a most excellent New Year
Beekeeping in Madagascar
In October of this year I visited Madagascar for a wildlife holiday. Although lemurs and birds were the main objective, with 17
different lemur species and 120 different bird species seen on the trip, there was also an abundance of insects, including, of
course, bees.
Madagascar is a huge island, twice the size of the UK but with a much smaller population, maybe 20 million. It is also a very
poor country with a largely rural economy. We only saw one motorised piece of farm equipment in the space of two weeks,
with all the work being done by oxen and people. An abiding memory of the country will be seeing fields full of people, working the soil. Although large parts of the country are forested these forests are increasingly under pressure from slash and
burn agriculture. Whilst travelling around the country there was plenty of evidence of this, with many degraded areas that now
only support scrub, as well as seeing many fires burning. This, of course, has a big impact on bees through reducing habitat.
Beekeeping in Madagascar has traditionally revolved around harvesting from wild bees nests in the forests. These used to be
abundant and in years gone by the country was a big honey producer. The native bee is Apis mellifera unicolor, a small black
bee and very docile. Whilst walking in a forest I was lucky enough to have seen a wild bees nest in a fallen tree trunk.

.

Although it’s difficult to see any detail I was able to get close to the entrance and could see honeycomb inside. The bees
seemed friendly but I decided that poking my camera inside for a close up was probably not a good idea.
I also came across several other signs of beekeeping. Whilst on the east coast we went on an early morning walk, 5 am start
that day, through what was known as a spiny forest. It’s very arid and as the name implies, much of the vegetation has
spines! We were principally looking for birds but came across a hive in the top of a tree! My first thought was, I don’t fancy
climbing that in a bee suit, with a smoker and hive tool, to do a weekly inspection. On reflection I think it was a bait hive, set to
attract a swarm. Apparently this is not uncommon, although I didn’t see any others. Although the spiny forest is very hot and
dry there are a large number of flowering plants and trees, a number of which were in flower. Unfortunately my botany skills
are not good enough to identify them.
On another day, whilst visiting another area, we came across an apiary. There wasn’t anyone around so weren’t able to ask
about it. The area it was set in was very green, with areas of forest close by, so I imagine there was good foraging for the
bees. - Cont page 2

Events
10th Jan Bee Biology - 7.30 pm - Warlingham Methodist Church Hall CR6 9LE
18th Jan - General Husbandry, East Horsley KT24 6QT
25th Jan - Mead Making, Ewell KT17 2AF
14th Feb - Prctical Queen rearing - Roger Patterson - 7.30 pm - Warlingham Methodist Church Hall
28th March - Moths and Butterflies - 7.30 pm - Warlingham Methodist Church Hall CR6 9LE
Module Study group for those interested in learning about the products of the Hive
First Wednesday of the month 7.30pm in the Foxley Hatch Russell Hill Purley

Cont from page 1
Beekeeping in Madagascar faces a number of problems. As mentioned before, slash and burn agriculture is reducing the forested area, which is rich in sources of nectar and pollen. Although national forests have been created to protect large areas,
they still come under pressure. Varroa is also a major problem. Although it was late coming to the island compared to elsewhere in the world, a large number of bee colonies are now infected and they are suffering large losses. Traditional beekeeping is still practiced, with bees kept in hollow logs, large bamboo canes and clay pots. Honey and bees are collected from the
wild, although there has been a big reduction in the number of wild colonies. The average honey yield from these sources is
low. More modern beekeeping equipment is used but many communities are in remote areas with very poor transport infrastructure. The people are also poor so cannot afford to buy it. I frequently saw honey being sold from stalls at the side of the
road, usually in second hand plastic drinks bottles, with a wide range of honey colours. I guess they wouldn’t meet EU regulations!
Peter Gammie

Important: Beekeeping Support & Training.
A substantial number of our members are in their early years (1 – 10 years of experience) of beekeeping: early in
the New Year we intend to run two elements of training based on the British Beekeepers Association Yellow and
Red levels.
Both courses are open to every member and depending on numbers we hope the cost will only be nominal. If you
are at all interested please do contact the course organiser as soon as possible to indicate your interest: we
hope to be able to make appropriate arrangements (decide venues & times) and send further details in January. Of
course both courses are open to everyone irrespective of experience.
Yellow Course
Aimed at: Beekeepers who have completed at least one season of beekeeping and are still learning the basis of
Colony Management; leading to the BBKA Basic Assessment (if wished). There will be five indoor sessions followed by two or three practical sessions in the apiary. We will be starting with the theory in March followed by
the practical sessions in April (as always subject to the weather)
Contact: Mark Stott - Mob: 07921234916 email: buzzibeez@gmail.com
Red Course:
Aimed at: Beekeepers who have normally completed at least 2-4 seasons and perhaps are managing a number of
colonies. The content is mainly theory and is at the same level as the BBKA Husbandry assessment for Modules
1 & 2. The level of knowledge is intended for those who have reached Basic Assessment, but of course it is open
to anyone who is interested. The intention is to meet during mutually convenient evenings in February / March for
6 to 8 weeks).
Contact: David Shepherd – Mob. 07791477431 email: scout-7th@shepsinfo.co.uk
Things to do in January : from the editor
The 3 big things you have to look into at this time of year are hives, stores and varroa. After the strong winds we
have experienced this winter we should make sure that our hives are nice and secure. We should also be hefting our
hives to gauge the amount of stores being consumed (luggage scales are good for this). Of course we must not forget to treat our broodless colonies for varroa using the trickle method of Oxalic acid.

Local Agent for E.H. THORNE (Beehives) Limited
RICHARD PALMER

Tel: 0208 679 0401

Email: palmersbees@hotmail.co.uk

Dear All,
The 2013 National Honey Show is now over and you can find the Full Results and the Cup Awards list on the website
together with the slide shows for each day. These are available to download from DropBox to use in newsletters, websites and publicity purposes.
The latest news is as follows:
1)
As the planned building work has been postponed indefinitely, we’re back at St Georges College Weybridge for
2014. Half term is a little later next year so the dates are Thursday 30th October to Saturday 1st November 2014.
Judging takes place Thursday morning, the show officially opens at 2pm on Thursday, and the exhibition opens when
judging finishes. We plan to continue the Thursday morning lectures, before the official opening and the trade hall
will open at 12 noon on Thursday.
2)
This year, partly funded by the National Honey Show, and partly with National Lottery Funding, we
were able to produce top quality videos of some of the lectures. The first two of these, ‘The Sustainable
Apiary’ by Mike Palmer, and ‘Origins and Evolutionary History of the Honey Bee’ by Robert Paxton are
now available to view on YouTube: http://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A and http://youtu.be/Wtm8URk-V9A
respectively. We would like to thank our lecture sponsors and all who took part in this project. We hope it
will mitigate the disappointment of all who were not able to be in two places at once during the show, giving you a chance to catch up at leisure. Details of further lectures available to watch will be listed as they
go live, on the National Honey Show Website http://www.honeyshow.co.ukunder the ‘Education’ tab. It
would be brilliant to be able to continue offering videos of our lectures in the future, so do contact us
with all ideas for future sponsorship.
3) We have a new Facebook page so do visit from time to time to see the latest
news: https://www.facebook.com/nationalhoneyshow
Wishing all a well earned rest over the winter, and a good beekeeping season next year with prize winning results.
Many thanks, Best wishes, Fiona and Helen
Closing dates for applying for BBKA exams

Forms for the basic assessment must be with me at least 28 days before the date of the assessment. All
Divisions send application forms for the members who wish to take the basic to me in one batch and this is
very helpful because then I know how many assessments for a particular Division are needed and can organise the assessors accordingly. Would all those responsible for training towards the basic assessment
please continue with this. All basic assessments must be completed by 31st August.
Modules will be held in 2014 on 22 March and 8 November. Application forms for the modules have to be
with BBKA by 10 February for the March modules and 30 September for the November modules. These
aren’t the date by which the forms must be with me but the date by which I have to get them to BBKA, so
please get your form to me at least 7 days before the closing date so I have time to send them all to BBKA
by the closing date. Please don’t send your form direct to BBKA because I need to know candidate numbers so that I can make sure there will be enough room for candidates on the day.
The closing date for applying to take the General and the Advanced Husbandry is 28 February and again I
need the form about a week before that date.
Finally the closing date for the microscopy exam is 31 August with forms to me a week before. The exam is
normally held in November.
This year 62 Surrey members passed the basic assessment, 1 Junior member passed the Junior assessment and several people passed the modules, so to all of them congratulations and keep up the good work
Cont page 4.

Cont from page 3
if you haven’t taken your basic or a module yet, why not have a go? Just make sure that you let me have
your form in plenty of time.
You can contact me:by phone on 0790 3991120
by email at beeexams@hotmail.co.uk
The application form for all assessments and exams is on the BBKA website.
Completed forms and cheques, made payable to the ‘BBKA’, should be posted to:Celia Perry
White Gables
68 Broadhurst
Ashtead
Surrey
KT21 1QF
Good luck.

It has been brought to my attention that the contact email for those wanting to sign up for the General
Husbandry training was incorrect.
If you are interested please contact me on croydonbeekeepers2@googlegroups.com; on behalf of; Mark
Stott [buzzibeez@gmail.com]
This one day event is a fantastic opportunity for anyone with 3 years plus experience to learn from the experts and develop their skills.
regards
-Mark Stott

Hi All,
We have now published the book review by our Richard Woodhouse of Jeremy Early's book on our Public Website.
It can be found, for now, on the websites Home Page. But we will probably eventually create a menu tab within the
website's structure for this and similar 'public interest' reviews of bee related books.
http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/2013/09/26/my-side-of-the-fence-by-jeremy-early/
Please note that because this version of the review is on our public site, Richard Woodhouse is only shown credited
using his initials. (It's part of our general policy of personal info protection)
If you are referring to, or using all or part of the review in your own newsletters to your members, please do include
Richard's full name.
We will have an abridged version of Richard's review in our own December BeeNews, as well as this full review also being on our Members website by then.
Trusting this is useful and of interest to your members.
Regards
Richard

Croydon Beekeepers 2013 Membership Survey
Our members’ survey was first considered back at the start of the year: our committee felt that it needed to find out
what our present members thought of how we were organising meetings and what sort of combined experience we
had amongst our 60 odd (mathematically speaking) members.
Returns were slow to come in and we had to consider a number of our members who do not have access to an online survey system: copies were sent with an SAE to 12 of our members and the returns were entered manually.
Thank you to our 26 members who completed the survey, it certainly was very useful and seemed to indicate that we
are not too far off the mark with our annual programme.
1] As expected we have a broad expanse of membership – the larger group is those who have been members and
keeping bees for 4-10years, with another smaller number who have been beekeeping for longer.
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2] Some members have their bees on more than one site, but the indications are that approximately half of the sites
are in our members’ own gardens:
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3] As we would expect most members have
registered their hives on BeeBase. Not all
members have access to the on-line site and
we may have to look at ways we can make
this more accessible: it is a very important
way of identifying which beekeepers need to
be notified about disease outbreaks in their
immediate local area.
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4] The BBKA has produced training modules to
cover the whole range of experience: enough
interest is shown and we shall be organising some
sessions,
starting with an ‘Improvers’ Course in this in the
New Year.
5] A smaller number of members just wish to enjoy
the benefits of being part of the BBKA, the
insurance, Bee Craft and BBKA News. BDI disease
insurance of course is important for most of us; our
meetings and other facilities are appreciated by a
large
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6]
Eighteen members who replied, attended outdoor apiary meetings during the year; all felt they were useful; eleven
members thought they were ‘always useful’.
7]
About half of the members who replied had attended some of the winter meetings; both the ‘Planting for Bees’ and
the ‘Cosmetics from Beeswax’ talks were well appreciated.
Our Winter meetings are always held on a Friday which seems to be a good evening; one member thought they are
held on Saturday, so we’ll have to improve our communication somewhat.
Future Suggestions: bee Life Cycles & behaviour; beekeeping in other countries; queen rearing; microscopy; medicinal uses of bee products; candle making & rolling.
8]
The book loan and extractor loan facilities are thought to be useful but are only used by a few. It seems that many of
us are unaware of these exist, so again communication needs to be improved.
9]
Ten respondees have achieved the BBKA Basic Award and three of our members are actively attending a self help
with our Chairman leading to BBKA qualifications. We did not organise a BBKA training and practical exam this
year; we do have members who would wish to take this award.
Most members do not wish to undertake formal qualifications but would like to continue theoretical and practical
training. A smaller number of members have attended training at the National Spring Conference, National Honey
Show and Surrey Bee Day; also NBD microscopy training sessions, Surrey bee disease training.
10]
Only 5 of the responding members wanted newsletters posted, although we do know there are 12 members at present
who have them posted. Most members are happy receiving newsletters and information by email, but would still like
their subscription reminder posted. No-one was happy about only using the website for notification.
11]
Thank you to those members who are happy to receive swarms; however we do have very few members willing to
act as mentors to new beekeepers – perhaps we need to clarify what is expected!
12] Again a very big thank you to everyone who responded. As I said before we have a very wide cross –section of
folk as members of Croydon Beekeepers: some keen to experience all that we have to offer; some who are just happy to be members and receive the magazines & journals; also (which is rather nice) a number who are just happy to
remain in touch as friends even though they may no longer be practically involved with bees.
Again on behalf of your committee a big thank you – we are always looking for folk willing to help on the committee or in other ways, please do let us know.
David Shepherd
Apiary Site Manager

WEST SUSSEX
BEEKEEPERS’
ASSOCIATION

Annual Convention
Saturday 22nd February 2014

At Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Pulborough 9.30am to 4.30pm
The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is pleased to invite beekeepers and those
interested in bees and beekeeping to the WSBKA Annual Convention. The event is designed
to suit beekeepers of all standards. As well as the main lectures, the seminars offer a choice
of more specialised topics. We hope you will be joining us.

Main Lectures
Honey Bee Anatomy

Graham Royle

Varroa Control without Chemicals

Bob Smith

Using the Nuc Box

David Rudland

In addition there is a choice of seminars
Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these)
1) The impact of Nutrition on Honey Bee Health
2) If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper
3) Record Keeping for Beekeepers

Ben Jones
Graham Royle
Tom Moore

Seminar 2 (you can attend one of these)
4) Managing the Workers
5) Beeswax Candle Making

Bob Smith
Celia Rudland

For all your beekeeping needs, Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will also be present at the
Convention
Advance booking per person, WSBKA members £20
Members of other associations and non-members £25
On the day if space allows £25
Full details and booking form on the WSBKA website www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex
or contact Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com

West Sussex Beekeeper’s Association Annual Convention – 22nd February 2014
Details of the Day and Speakers’ Profiles
The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Annual Convention has again attracted top speakers to cover a
wide range of topics throughout the day. As well as the main lectures, you can attend two
additional seminars on different subjects. Please indicate your choices in order of preference, as
spaces on some seminars will be limited. We will, of course, do our very best to meet your
individual wishes. Please apply as soon as possible to have the best chance of attending your
preferred seminars. We hope there will be plenty to interest you.
Bob Smith
Bob is an NDB qualified course tutor. He runs a variety of training events in Kent and elsewhere
for the NDB and other local and national beekeeping groups. The National Diploma in Beekeeping
(NDB) is the highest beekeeping qualification recognised in the UK. He is a member of the
Government’s “Bee Health Advisory Forum”, trying to support initiatives to ensure a sustainable
population of honey bees in the UK.
Bob has been keeping bees since the mid-70s, currently with 12 colonies, was a Seasonal Bee
Inspector for 6 years and is a member of the Medway Beekeepers Association. He is already
known to some of us as he has run some excellent LHSE (Livestock Health South East)
beekeeping courses in the West Sussex area.
Bob’s main talk is on ‘Varroa Control without Chemicals’ and he will also run a seminar on
‘Managing the Workers - Improving productivity, maintaining good industrial relationships and
avoiding disputes’.
Graham Royle
Graham is a celebrated national speaker from Cheshire and heavily involved with the education of
beekeepers at all levels. He began beekeeping in 1988, is a BBKA Master Beekeeper and was
awarded the NDB in 2004. He runs training events both locally and nationally covering topics
amongst others, on the Honey Bee anatomy, dissection and microscopy.
Graham’s first talk will be on ‘Honey Bee Anatomy’ and he will explore the external and internal
anatomy of the honey bee and help us make sense of its amazing complexity.
Graham is also presenting a more light hearted seminar ‘If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper’
when he will share hints and very practical tips from 25 years of beekeeping experience.
Ben Jones (NBU)
Ben is the Diagnostic Laboratory Manager at the National Bee Unit. He has been there since 2006
and the manager since 2008. Apart from supporting the NBU research programme, Ben works
closely with the NBU Apiary unit and NBU inspectors to ensure that samples required for research
and development are processed appropriately.
The work the NBU undertakes is extremely dynamic during the beekeeping season. Priorities
often shift rapidly and staff are resourced to numerous projects spanning admin support, data
entry, sample preparation and receipt and field work.
Ben is also studying for a PhD on the effects of dietary pollen on the health, behaviour and immune
system of honey bees. It is essential that bees receive nutrition of the correct type – especially
from pollen. Ben’s seminar is entitled ‘The impact of Nutrition on Honey Bee Health’. He will
share with us the fascinating and important findings of his research and laboratory studies.

David Rudland
David is a commercial beekeeper with approximately 150 hives based all over the East Surrey and
West Kent area and is also a Seasonal Bee Inspector in the South East area with the National Bee
Unit of FERA (currently covering much of Sussex and Kent).
Many of us have already met David and benefited from his experience in local Disease
Recognition and other workshops. His talk is on ‘Using the Nuc Box’. Most of us have one but are
we making the best of it?
Celia Rudland
Celia is David’s wife and a beekeeper herself, of much experience, having kept bees for about
eleven years. Originally trained as a teacher in Hertfordshire and at Cambridge, Celia has taught
all age groups from 3 to 93.
Celia and David own ‘East Surrey Bees’. They provide honey, wax products and nucleus colonies
for sale and run a number of courses throughout the year for beginners and beekeepers with all
levels of experience.
Celia’s seminar is on ‘Beeswax Candle Making’.
Tom Moore
Tom attended beekeeping classes with Ted Hooper in 1971 but didn’t actually start beekeeping
until 2006! He currently keeps between 20 and 35 colonies in partnership with Gordon Allan.
Tom is well known to us in West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association as our current County Chairman
and as Chairman of our Wisborough Green Division. He writes regular monthly articles in our
County News. He makes a huge contribution to the support and encouragement of beekeepers
throughout our region.
Tom’s seminar is entitled ‘Record Keeping for Beekeepers’. All beekeepers, whether they have
just one hive or many, know they should keep good records - but just how far do you need to go
and why?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The convention is also a great opportunity to stock up on equipment and reading matter for the
coming season. As usual, Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will bring a tremendous range of
equipment and books to the Convention
The Convention Fee for West Sussex Beekeepers Association Members is £20 for the whole day if
paid in advance (received by Monday 17th February 2014) and £25 for non-members, or on the day
(subject to space being available - choice of seminars may be limited).
Tea and coffee during the day are included and also a simple lunch.
Venue details: Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Near Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1LZ
Should you require further details, please contact Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email
wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or see the website www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex.
Attached is a Booking Form that can be used for up to two delegates. This can be completed and
returned with your cheque (made payable to ‘WSBKA’) to Gordon Allan as soon as possible.
Alternatively, for the first time this year, there is the opportunity to book and receive confirmation
and map by email with payment made by bank transfer (see Booking below). If you wish to receive
confirmation and map by post, a stamped addressed envelope should be sent with your booking.

West Sussex Beekeeper’s Association Annual Convention – 22nd February 2014
To: Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 0AU
Please book me …….. places for the WSBKA Convention to be held on Saturday 22nd February 2014
at a cost of £…….. (Ticket price is £20 each for WSBKA members and £25 each for non-WSBKA
members.)
You can either enclose a cheque made payable to ‘WSBKA’ along with this form
Or:
You can make payment by Bank transfer and return this registration form by email (no SAE required).
For Bank transfer, Account name is “West Sussex Beekeepers Association”, Sort code: 402823
Account number: 11457721 - please put the first delegate’s surname in the Reference field.
In both cases, you will receive your confirmation number(s) and a map by email. If you do not have
email, or require a physical ticket/map, a stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed.
DELEGATE 1
Name……………………………………………. (please print)

Telephone No. ………….…..…..

Address …………………………………………………………………………………………….……
....................................................................................................................................................
Post Code ……………………… Email ……………………………………………………………….
I am a member of ..................................................................Beekeepers’ Association (if any).
Seminars - In case your first choice is over-subscribed, please indicate your order of preference
Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these)
1) The impact of Nutrition on Honey Bee Health - Ben Jones
2) If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper - Graham Royle
3) Record Keeping for Beekeepers - Tom Moore

Preference
First / Second / Third
First / Second / Third
First / Second / Third

Seminar 2 (you can attend one of these)
4) Managing the Workers - Bob Smith
5) Beeswax Candle Making - Celia Rudland

Preference
First / Second
First / Second

DELEGATE 2
Name……………………………………………. (please print) Telephone No. ………….…..…..
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………….……
....................................................................................................................................................
Post Code ……………………… Email ……………………………………………………………….
I am a member of ..................................................................Beekeepers’ Association (if any).
Seminars - In case your first choice is over-subscribed, please indicate your order of preference
Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these)
1) The impact of Nutrition on Honey Bee Health - Ben Jones
2) If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper - Graham Royle
3) Record Keeping for Beekeepers - Tom Moore

Preference
First / Second / Third
First / Second / Third
First / Second / Third

Seminar 2 (you can attend one of these)
4) Managing the Workers - Bob Smith
5) Beeswax Candle Making - Celia Rudland

Preference
First / Second
First / Second

National Bee Unit
South East Region
November 2013
A review of the 2013 season

The South East Team
This year the bee inspection season began on April 1st and as usual the team went up to the Food
and Environment Agency (FERA) at Sand Hutton, York for our Technical Training Seminar. We
always start the season in this way, 3 days of intensive training and revision for Bee Inspectors before
the business of inspecting colonies starts in earnest.
At the beginning of the season the SE team consisted of 5 Seasonal inspectors plus myself but
recruitment was in progress. By the beginning of July we had a new member on the team, Jonathan
Brookhouse, who after a period of training at York and field training with us in the SE was given the
Surrey area previously looked after by Diane. This meant a general adjustment of areas, which now
fall out like this:
Telephone
Brian McCallum

South London, North West Kent

07775 119478

Caroline Washington

North London

0208 209 0065

Diane Steele

West Sussex, East Sussex

07775 119452

Michael Cooper

East Kent

07775 119451

David Rudland

East Surrey, West Kent

07775 119448

Jonathan Brookhouse

West Surrey

07867 351598

These areas can be seen
easily on this map, which
also includes the area that
I inspect and gives a better
idea of who to contact by
using your Ordnance
Survey 10km square map
reference.
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Inspection Programme
This season got off to a slow start with the
very cold spring (more on this later) but we
managed to achieve a final total of 3280
colonies/691 apiaries inspected in the SE
this year. The number of apiaries with EFB
was significantly less this year than last at
32, (72 - 2012) a second year downward
trend. The adjacent graph shows regional
trends of EFB over the last 5 years, the SE
region is shown in orange.
AFB was again found, this time in the Surrey
(SU94) area, where we had a small
outbreak (6 colonies) which was ably dealt
with by our new recruit Jonathan Brookhouse. The total number of colonies inspected in England
was 25619. Of these, 390 colonies were diagnosed with EFB and 20 with AFB.

Regional inspection and foulbrood summary

County
Code
ESU
GRL
KEN
SUR
WSU
Tot als:

Colonies
Inspected

EFB
Colonies

301
548
990
652
789

6
7
16
4
18

3280

51

%EFB Apiaries
Colonies Inspected
1.99%
1.28%
1.62%
0.61%
2.28%

EFB
%EFB
Apiaries Apiaries

84
150
190
131
136

4
4
10
2
12

691

32

4.76%
2.67%
5.26%
1.53%
8.82%

The above figures show the percentage of EFB against colonies/apiaries inspected; it may be more
helpful to show the number of colonies infected against the actual number of colonies/apiaries
(together with the number of current beekeepers) listed on Beebase, as follows:

County
Code

Tot al
Colonies

EFB
Colonies

ESU
GRL
KEN
SUR
WSU

2083
3949
5110
3099
3206

6
7
16
4
18

Tot als:

17447

51

%EFB
Colonies
0.29%
0.18%
0.31%
0.13%
0.56%

Tot al
EFB
%EFB Current
Apiaries Apiaries Apiaries
BKS
798
1630
1516
1133
786
5873

4
4
10
2
12
32

0.50%
0.25%
0.66%
0.18%
1.53%

665
1474
1127
1028
622
4906

I think you would agree that this second table gives a more realistic view of the likelihood of your
colony/apiary suffering from European Foulbrood.
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Reasons for low disease incidence
It is difficult to be sure why foulbrood is lower some years than others, so these comments are my
view of what has happened over the past two seasons.
Often in beekeeping the problems
encountered this season are a result of issues in the previous year and I think that is partly what has
happened here.
Last summer was very wet and many colonies had difficulties getting queens
mated properly. So colonies went into the winter with poor queens and as a consequence failed or
were struggling before spring.
In general across the SE region the winter losses were heavy,
between 30-40%.
These losses were combined with a long cold spring, where colonies were
unable to recover and make headway.
In my opinion any colony suffering with an extra burden
such as foulbrood, nosema, heavy varroa infestation etc. would have succumbed during this extended
winter/spring period.
That meant that ‘survivor’ colonies tended to be fit and adapted to
cope with the long period of dearth, or of course that the beekeeper was helping them along, making
sure they had enough food supplies to last until the weather changed.
Those colonies that
did not have help from the beekeeper and ran out of stores did not survive.
The low EFB count
this season shows that, in general, surviving colonies were healthy. Of course foulbrood has the
potential to reoccur promptly if beekeepers reuse combs and equipment from colonies that have died
out.
Combs should be melted out or burnt, regardless of how new they look, and equipment
should be sterilised before reuse.
The best result of all this would be that new colonies were created from those fit, surviving colonies
but in this modern world this would take time to replace lost stocks and we can’t wait, so there have
been large numbers of bees imported, especially from EU countries. The table below gives details:
Queen Bees or nucleus colonies imported from the EU into
England/Wales in 2013
Country
of origin

Austria
Cyprus
Czech
Republic
Denmark
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italy
Poland
Slovenia
Spain
TOTALS:

Batched Batched Batched Batched
Number of
Number of
number number number number
consignments
consignments
of
of
of
of
inspected
imported
queens nucleus packages Colonies
5
114
0
0
0
1
17
409
0
0
0
13
15

184

146

350

0

13

18
3
14
91
37
4
16
3
30
20
3
219

349
10
131
4263

0
0
0
95

1
558
0
0

0
0
0
0

8
1
4

172
1330
70
1140

0
0
0
0

0
1000
400
0

0
0
10
0

2
3
1

90
8262

200
441

0
2309

0
10

3
106

The biggest increase here has been in the supply of package bees. Add to this 3rd country imports:
240 queens from Argentina and 540 queens from New Zealand
The following table shows Ordnance Survey 10 km squares where European foulbrood has been
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found in the South East area this season:

County
East Sussex
East Sussex
East Sussex
East Sussex
Greater
London
Greater
London
Greater
London

EFB occurence by 10KM squares 2013
Number of Positive EFB
10 km Squares EFB
Area Name
Diagnoses
Found
(including recurrents)
TQ31
BURGESS HILL
2
TQ41
N.E. LEWES
1
TQ41
N.E. LEWES
2
TQ43
FOREST ROW
1
TQ28

N.W. LONDON

Month EFB
Found
June
April
July
July

1

June

4

August

2

July

2

August

Kent

TQ65

Kent
Kent

Kent
Kent
Kent
Kent

TQ66
TQ66
TQ66
TQ75
TQ75
TQ84
TQ84
TQ85
TQ94
TR01
TR04

BARNET &
FINCHLEY
BARNET &
FINCHLEY
W. MALLING &
HADLOW
MEOPHAM
MEOPHAM
MEOPHAM
MAIDSTONE
MAIDSTONE
HEADCORN
HEADCORN
EYEHORNE STREET
W. ASHFORD
DUNGENESS
ASHFORD

Surrey
Surrey
Surrey

TQ04
TQ06
TQ06

S.E. GUILDFORD
WEYBRIDGE
WEYBRIDGE

1
1
2

April
July
May

West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex
West Sussex

SU70
SU71
SU71
SU80
SU80
SU90
SU92
TQ11
TQ31
TQ31
TQ43

HAVANT
WEST MARDEN
WEST MARDEN
CHICHESTER
CHICHESTER
N. BOGNOR REGIS
E. MIDHURST
STEYNING
BURGESS HILL
BURGESS HILL
FOREST ROW

1
1
2
3
4
1
1
1
1
2
1

June
August
July
August
July
June
June
July
May
August
August

Kent

TQ29
TQ29

1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
2

September
June Kent
July Kent
September
July Kent
July Kent
April
September
August
August
May

All the figures presented here can be found on the public pages of the National Bee Unit website,
Beebase, www.nationalbeeunit.com click on Bee Diseases in the menu and then on Disease
Incidence and Maps. As in previous newsletters I suggest that it becomes regular practice to review
these pages, to assess whether there is any foulbrood disease in your area. Of course, if your apiary
is within 3km of a known diseased apiary and you have given a current email address on Beebase,
NBU will notify you through the ‘Alerts’ system. This makes beekeepers aware of problems close
to their own apiary and encourages them to check before a bee inspector arranges
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a visit. For this system to work efficiently it relies on Beebase having up-to-date email addresses, so
please check your personal details on your own Beebase web page and add or update an email
address as necessary.
To complete this section, a brief comment on our educational activities. During the year the South
East bee inspectors team have been involved with more than 40 events and met with nearly 1200
beekeepers. The range of events comprised; lectures to Associations, apiary demonstrations, apiary
tours, various workshops and of course attendance at the National Honey Show and local bee
auctions. We are happy to discuss involvement in a workshop or event, so contact me if you would
like me or one of the team to arrange something with your Association.

Exotic pest surveillance programme
The map below shows the inspections made especially to look for exotic pests, shown as green
circles. At the moment these are the statutory pests Small Hive Beetle and Tropilaelaps spp. The
NBU maintains a list of what are considered to be risk locations for these pests and these are also
shown on the map using various symbols depending on the risk type. During 2013 season the SE
team made 212 Exotic Pest inspections.

A further move to try to combat the entry of exotic pests has been to establish Sentinel Apiaries. This
programme is now entering its fourth season. In areas considered ‘at risk’ a beekeeper is asked to
check their colonies for exotic pests. All necessary equipment and paperwork is supplied, the
beekeeper collects floor scrapings according to a sampling programme and sends these to the NBU
laboratory at York for checking. SHB floor inserts are supplied and are checked at normal colony
inspections, checks being noted on a log sheet. Anything unusual or unidentifiable is reported to
the RBI or NBU office. We (NBU) value this work by local beekeepers; you can check your colonies
in a risk area many times a year, the inspector is only likely to visit once. I am constantly on the
look-out for new beekeepers to participate in this scheme, if you think you might like to be involved
please contact me; details are at the end of this newsletter.
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Asian Hornet
Another season has passed in which we didn’t, fortunately,
©Jean Haxaire 2011
see the Asian hornet coming to our shores. I’m fairly sure
this is in part due to the poor weather experienced during
the first half of the year. This would discourage the
overwintered queens in France from flying the Channel to
try and establish colonies in England. However the weather
was good in the late summer when colonies in France would
have been producing this season’s queens and it’s possible
some may have flown over and be overwintering in England
now, so be on the lookout next spring. Hang out an Asian
Asian hornet Vespa velutina nigrithorax
hornet trap in your apiary early
in the year. There are many different designs, information
about making your own or modifying a bought trap can be
found on the advisory leaflet pages of BeeBase.
During the latter part of the season there was a report of
Asian Hornet in Kent which was regarded as being credible.
However, after several visits to the site, I was able to
confirm that it was not Asian Hornet.
If you think you have seen this hornet, collect a sample if possible or take a photo and report any
suspect sightings via the Alert System: alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk
Please contact me for help with any suspicious insect, or indeed exotic pest.

The beekeeping year
Another poor year for weather, a cold winter following on
directly from last year’s very wet summer.
The winter
between December 2012 and February 2013 was slightly
cooler and wetter than the long term average, so winter
wasn’t much different than usual. However when it came
to spring it was another story. The spring months, March
April and May were consistently cooler than expected.
March was 3.3 °C below the long-term average for th e
month, April was 1.1 °C below, and May was 0.8 °C
below. March was colder than any of the winter months
and the coldest for the UK since 1962. Any spells of warm
weather through the season were very short-lived. As you
can see from the adjacent map, the number of
hours of sunlight was up to 15% less than the average in
most parts of the SE region. What did this mean for bees?
Many colonies came through the winter in a poor state and
were then faced with a cold spring. A good
number of the colonies that I saw stopped brood rearing due to a lack of pollen income. Many of
the early flowering trees were either washed out by rain or it was just too cold for bees to fly. This
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really put the colonies back and those that survived took a long time to recover. In my area, close
to Gatwick on heavy clay soil, many of the overwintered crops, such as winter sown Oil Seed Rape,
drowned in the fields due to the rain and cold and were ploughed in and resown by the farmers,
giving no available spring crop to many beekeepers. Accordingly, a large number of colonies were
being fed right into June. At the end of spring most colonies were about a month behind in their
normal annual development.
However, as always with our British weather, once the summer finally started the picture changed
dramatically. It was the warmest summer since 2006, the most notable feature being a prolonged
heat wave during July. This in some measure made up for earlier weather, colonies swarmed but
many beekeepers had difficulties getting queens mated properly. Again in my area the spring sown
OSR flowered and a crop was available. (and taken!)
At this point, (mid November) it has been a long mild autumn giving bees plenty of time to fly and
forage on late crops such as Ivy and Water Balsam. It has only recently become cold enough to
cause bees to cluster and because the bees have been active they may have consumed more of
their hard won winter stores than expected. Please be aware of this as winter progresses and feed
candy if necessary.
The map and much of the data given here have been taken from the Met Office website
www.metoffice.gov.uk Check this out for more interesting weather information, both forecast and
historic.

EU PSP
I mentioned last year that the National Bee Unit had become involved in the European Union Pilot
Surveillance Programme (EUPSP) which concluded at the end of this season (2013). The programme
was initiated in the autumn of 2011 when all
EU member states were asked if they would like to
participate, 17 of those states volunteered to take part.
The map shows (in blue) those who have agreed to
participate. The background for the study is the concern
over both ‘winter’ and ‘in season’ losses and tries to even
out the variability in the ways in which member states record
information. The project seeks to address these issues by
having a standard method of taking samples and gathering
information across all those who take part. Our involvement
began in 2012 by asking 200 beekeepers (England & Wales)
picked at random to volunteer to take part in this project.
Those that declined were replaced by others, again
randomly selected until 200 volunteers were achieved. 25
of those who agreed to take part were in the SE region.
Inspectors then visited
during August and September 2012, the beekeeper was interviewed and a questionnaire completed.
This was followed by a thorough inspection of all colonies, carefully noting the health status and
samples were taken as necessary. Two further visits happened in the spring and
autumn of this season. (2013) Results from samples for those taking part are shown on their own
pages of Beebase, the overall assessment of the results will be available publicly, from the EU when
all data has been collated.
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Honey
I have now completed the 2013 Honey survey; it is published on Beebase if you haven’t seen a copy,
so I will only give a very brief resume. As I’m sure you’re all aware the average honey crop this
season wasn’t much better than last year’s all time low of 19lbs, at 21lbs. Average price selling direct
has gone up approx 8.1% and is now £5.32 per lb. One of the most interesting facts was the table
on the differences in price and average crop between Counties. It shows that Kent has both the
lowest average price and crop, making the average turnover per colony more than £37 less than the
SE average! The honey survey can be found at: www.nationalbeeunit.com click on Apiary Inspections
& Training and select Regional Bee Inspector reports from the menu.

------------------------Finally
This will be the last newsletter that I write as RBI for the SE region, as I am retiring at the end of
December. I have been working as an inspector in the SE since 1999 and have very much enjoyed
the experience. One of the best aspects has been meeting beekeepers from all over the region with
a vast range of ideas. It makes you think carefully about keeping bees and how best to manage your
colonies.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Seasonal Bee Inspectors who make up the SE team,
some of whom have worked with me for a long time, for all their hard work and enthusiasm during
the season: Caroline Washington, Diane Steele, Michael Cooper, David Rudland, Brian McCallum &
Jonathan Brookhouse.

-----------------------------------------------------

Alan Byham

For further information please contact:
Alan Byham, Regional Bee Inspector.

01306 611016
07775 119447

Email: alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk
National Bee Unit website: www.nationalbeeunit.com
National Bee Unit
01904 462510
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Wisborough Green Division - West Sussex BKA

Beekeeping Course
Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non - Beekeepers
At:- Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF.
Sat 8th March 2014. Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m.
The course is suitable for those who wish to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will also be suitable for
those who have kept bees for some time. It will largely follow the syllabus of the BBKA Basic assessment, but with
variations. This course is based on nearly 50 years experience, not just repeating what is in books.
Subjects covered will include:How to learn about bees

Obtaining bees and equipment

Different kinds of bees

Where to site hives

How bees live naturally and how we can manage them

Protective clothing

What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water

Colony Management

How bees store the crop

Handling bees carefully

What happens in a beehive and where

Swarming and dealing with it

The 3 castes - queen, drones, workers

Dealing with the crop

How to start

Making colony increase

Choosing the type of hive and why

Feeding

Essential equipment

The colony in winter

Course fee £40. Second and subsequent attendees booked together £35*. Under 16 with a paying adult £15*.
Price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic Beekeeping”.
Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”. Additional copies available on the day at £5.
For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £30.
Enquiries:-

Roger Patterson. roger-patterson@btconnect.com 01403 790 637 or 07976 306 492

Booking:-

Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU. 01798 343470,
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com preferably using the form on the website.

Cheques payable to:- WSBKA Wisborough Green Div.

Web Site

Visit us on www.wgbka.org.uk

Prepare yourself for the coming season – now
Pulborough Village Hall is off Lower Street. Turn down next to the Oddfellows Arms, right to the bottom and turn
right into the car park. If this is full then use the main car park immediately before it. We understand the main car
park will be free for hall users.

SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
TRAINING DAYS
GENERAL HUSBANDRY ASSESSMENT
TRAINING DAY
Have you kept 5 colonies of bees for 4 years or 4 colonies of bees for
5 years and passed your Basic Assessment?
Are you seriously contemplating taking the General Husbandry Assessment in
2014 or 2015?
If so, then this training day will provide you with information regarding the
syllabus, how the assessment is carried out and handy hints and tips with
plenty of audience participation!

· Introduction to the day
· The syllabus and its interpretation
· How the assessment is carried out – what to expect
· Practical aspects of the assessment – audience participation and presentation
· Theory aspects of the assessment – audience participation and presentation

Saturday 18th January 2014 10am till 3.45pm
20 places available at £25 per person to include refreshments and a light
lunch

East Horsley Village Hall KT24 6QT
RESERVATIONS
To reserve a place please email Sandra Rickwood at
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or phone 01932 244326
FULL DIRECTIONS AND PAYMENT DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH
CONFIRMATION OF PLACE

SURREY BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION TRAINING DAYS
Mead Making Workshop
Join Michael Badger for a one day workshop to learn about:
· Types of mead and honey wines for both exhibition and consumption
· The making of mead – ingredients and methods
· Exhibiting and judging
· Tasting - bring a sample of your own mead for all taste
· Discussion and questions
· Suitable for all levels of experience - from beginner to expert

Saturday 25th January 2014 10am to 3pm
18 places available at £20 per person
(Light refreshments will be provided but we ask that
attendees supply their own packed lunch)
Venue
Upper Mill Apiary – Epsom Division of Surrey Beekeepers
Kingston Road, KT17 2AF

RESERVATIONS
To reserve a place please email Sandra Rickwood on
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or phone 01932 244326
FULL DIRECTIONS AND PAYMENT DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH
CONFIRMATION OF PLACE

