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Dates for your diary 

Thursday, 16
th

 March 2017 

Talk by John Williams on 

 ‘Darwin’s Bees’ 

At The Quakers Meeting House 60 
Park Lane, Croydon, CR0 1JE 

http://www.croydonbeekeepers.org.uk/

events-calendar 
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Editorial 
  

Well we’ve been having somewhat mixed weather of late and 

of course we don’t know how spring is going to play out and 

can only wait and see. Hopefully we won’t get a late cold snap 

in late spring to set everything back. 

 

Hopefully you’ve been maintaining your checks to ensure that 

your bees don’t starve and have also been busy making hornet 

traps in readiness. They will need to go up next month in case 

there are any early emerging queens. We of course hope that 

what happened last year (the appearance of the Asian Hornet) 

will not be repeated but you never know. 

 

Following on from his article last month David has some 

additional notes regarding the Hornet traps and these follow 

below. 

 

At a recent visit to the Apiary, when the weather was rather 

milder, the bees were busily flying and on one or two hives 

yellow and orange pollen loads (possibly snowdrop/ crocus/ 

hazel/ willow) were seen  being brought back - encouraging 

signs of new life in those particular colonies. We shall know 

better in a few weeks time when we can take a peek inside - 

weather permitting of course. 

 

If you happen to have any boxes of drawn comb then it would 

be wise to check them out to make sure that the dreaded wax 

moth has not got into them. As you will hopefully know they 

can make real mess so you’ll need to treat (or have treated) with either sulphur or  acetic acid. 

 

Derek

http://www.croydonbeekeepers.org.uk/events-calendar
http://www.croydonbeekeepers.org.uk/events-calendar
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Chairman's chat 
One of the great things about being a beekeeper is that other people always seem so keen to hear about what we do. 

People can get a bit boring about their favourite passion, so I do try not to launch into hour long monologues, but it is 

so rewarding when people keep coming back with more questions. Maybe you have your favourite FAQs (that's 

Frequently Asked Questions!).... 

 Do bees hibernate? 
 Why do bees make honey? 
 How do they decide which bee gets to bee 

queen? 
 Is there a King bee? 

 … and of course ….  

 How many times have you been stung? 

Even though some questions come up a lot, I 

never get tired of answering them especially 

at events and shows. Over the summer our 

valiant team of Croydon Beekeepers go out 

to local shows armed with an observation 

hive, information, and bee products for sale.  

There are also the big agricultural shows. Surrey Beekeepers’ Association (of which we are a part) is responsible for 

the bee display at the Surrey County Show, and I organise the Bees & Honey marquee at the South of England Show. 

These events always need more volunteers to help staff the stand - you don't need to be a bee expert. Even if you are 

just starting out with your own bees, you already know enough to talk to members of the public. Such events are also 

a great opportunity to talk to other beekeepers, and of course learn much more yourself. 

The best thing about taking part in one of the shows is that there is a continuous supply of happy people passing 

through. You can talk for hours about your favourite hobby without being accused of being boring. 

 

 Small Ads 

 Apiary opportunity 

A resident of Coulsdon is offering their garden as a possible apiary site for a couple of hives. Its suitability has 

not yet been assessed so you would need to have the experience to be able to do this, or we can find a mentor 

to go with you. Contact: info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk 

 Jars for sale 

A former beekeeper has 2 boxes of 48 jars (96 jars)  of brand new honey jars (without lids) for sale. They are one 

pound screw type.  He would be happy with £14.00 per box of 48, the buyer would need to collect from Addiscombe. 

Contact info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk 

 BBware offer 

The clothing company BBware are offering members a 20% discount across their range, with certain conditions. You 

can phone them on 01872 562731 or email shop@bbwear.co.uk for details and to place your order. However to prove 

mailto:info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk
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your bona fides as a Croyon BKA member, you also need to ask our Chair chair@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk or 

Secretary Joyce 020 8657 2817 to send them confirmation of your membership status. 

 Bee equipment auctions 

If you are after a bargain, Reigate Beekeepers are holding their annual auction on Saturday 25th March at Mickleham. 

Viewing on the day is from 11:00 am and the auction commences at 12:00 noon. Details on their website 

http://www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk 

West Sussex Beekeeper's auction is on Saturday 22nd April in Pulborough. More info on their website 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Bob 

News from the Apiary 
 

Our team continues to meet every Thursday – even on the 

day when the thermometer showed two degrees below 

freezing – see the photo of the intrepid band that turned up.  

Leaf raking and hive checks have been the main tasks 

although it was so cold on the day of the photo (water was 

frozen, ground was stone hard) that we did not hang around 

for too long, but certainly long enough for a hot cuppa! 

 

 

 

Online Information for Beekeepers 
Below are three major sources for information to help with beekeeping – check them out as there may be some gems 

that you could be unaware of.  The following is just a selection of what is available online: 

1] Bee Craft. 

Bee Craft Ltd is a limited Company but it started in 1919 as a journal for Kent beekeepers and two years later for 

Surrey Beekeepers. Kent and Surrey Associations are still major shareholders and both include the monthly 

subscription within their division memberships. If you care to explore there is a wealth of additional beekeeping help 

online: 

 Beekeeping A – Z  from Artificial Swarms to Varroa Treatments  

http://www.bee-craft.com/beekeeping-information-centre/ 

 The Buzz: News, events & courses  
 Timely Reminders – sign up and you will receive frequent current tips & reminders by email. 

http://www.bee-craft.com/category/bee-craft-timely-reminders/ 

 Webinars & Hangouts – online beekeeping discussions - video 
 

mailto:chair@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/
http://www.bee-craft.com/beekeeping-information-centre/
http://www.bee-craft.com/category/bee-craft-timely-reminders/
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2] British Beekeeping Association (BBKA) 

This is our leading organisation for beekeepers and was formed in 1874 – Croydon Beekeepers’ Association was 

certainly in existence in the same decade. 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/ 

This is a selection from the ‘Learn’ section – pull down menu: 

 Getting Started 

  Information about training 

 Animations & videos 

 Gardening for Bees 

 ‘Bees for Kids’ 

3] BeeBase (The National Bee Unit)  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com 

This is government funded and delivers the Bee Health Programme on behalf of Defra (Department for Food and Rural 

Affairs - the National Bee Inspectorate is part of the same organisation.  All beekeepers are encouraged to register 

their apiary sites (on BeeBase) so that serious disease threats can be  monitored and controlled – regular warnings and 

advice are sent by email to everyone who has provided their details. 

There is an enormous amount of information including: 

 Advice for New Beekeepers and FAQ’s 

 Beekeeping Basics 

 Advisory Leaflets (on all aspects of beekeeping) – a large resource 

 Beekeeping News 

 Dealing with Swarms 

 Queen Rearing 

The above is a reminder that there is plenty of help and advice available – if only we know where to look!  

Legally Notifiable Pest  – Update 
Please excuse a quick reminder that traps should be set out this 

month: French beekeepers have found that trapping Queens in Early 

Spring is the most efficient method of reducing populations of Asian 

Hornets. 

Since last month we have noticed that the National Bee Unit has 

modified its recommended trap to include a larger entrance (screw 

top removed) to give better access to the bait and a BLACK cover to 

discourage the trapped insects escaping.  The modified design can be 

found on Page 208 of the BeeBase website downloadable as a pdf 

document 

from the link ‘An Asian Hornet Monitoring Trap’ 

 http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageId=208  

 

David Shepherd 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageId=208
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Our local agent for Thorne Beehives Ltd is: 
Richard Palmer tel: 020 8679 0401 or email palmersbees@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EPSOM BEEKEEPERS 

ONE DAY SPECTACULAR 
Members only discount on everything 

in our shop extended to ALL Surrey 

BKA members 

SATURDAY 25
th  

March 2017 

11am – 3pm 

At: Upper Mill, Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 2AF 

 

 

Get your beekeeping season off to a flying start!! 

For ONE DAY only we are extending our Epsom Members discount to all Surrey Beekeepers 
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If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity please email your order 

to sales@epsombeekeepers.co.uk and we will have your order picked and waiting 

for you. 

Items will be available for collection on Saturday 25
th 

March 2017 between 11am – 

3pm.  Cheque or cash payments only. 

       Offer includes hive parts (national and commercial), frames, wax foundation. 

       Treat yourself to a whole hive – the Epsom Second at £168.30 
More information and a complete price list: 

sales@epsombeekeepers.co.uk 

 

 

 

See Next Page for Items for Sale:

www.epsombeekeepers.co.uk 

Registered charity number 1026386 

mailto:sales@epsombeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sales@epsombeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.epsombeekeepers.co.uk/


Prices correct for March 2017 Normal SALE   Normal SALE 

National Price Price  Jars and containers Price Price 

Broods (Seconds) £20.00 £18.40  boxes x 1lb jar and lid £25.19 £23.17 

14x12 Brood (Second) £35.00 £32.20  gold lids x72 £8.94 £8.22 

Supers (Seconds) £15.63 £14.38  boxes x 300ml food jar and lidx72 £34.63 £31.86 

Roof 4inch (Seconds) £21.25 £19.55  black bee lid X 72 (70mm) £8.94 £8.22 

Crown Board £7.50 £6.90  Box x190ml(1/2lb) food jar and lidx96 £33.01 £30.37 

Queen excluders Framed PFHC £16.25 £14.95  1/2lb gold lid x96 (63mm) £6.04 £5.55 

14x12 dummy boards PFHC £6.25 £5.75  cut comb containers (25) £7.63 £7.02 

Dummy boards National PFHC £5.00 £4.60  Cut comb sleeve (25) £8.63 £7.94 

Varroa Mesh floor framed £23.13 £21.28  Polish Tins 10 and labels £7.50 £6.90 

Double hive stand £37.50 £34.50  Plastic Mini Pots 1oz (100) £5.51 £5.07 

Mesh £4.25 £3.91  Honey bucket 60lb £4.25 £3.91 

    Honey bucket 30lb £3.13 £2.88 

The "EPSOM" second £187.00 £168.30  Honey bucket 15lb £2.25 £2.07 

       
Commercial & Polystyrene    Sundries   

Commercial Brood £32.50 £29.90  Smokers £22.39 £20.60 

Polystyrene 6 frame nuc (Paynes) £40.16 £36.95  Smokers Large £24.88 £22.89 

Polystyrene eke (Paynes) £12.75 £11.73  Hive tools 'J' type £12.50 £11.50 

    Hive tool Scraper type £7.50 £6.90 

Frames    Spacers narrow £4.06 £3.74 

DN1 National Deep brood £8.09 £7.44  Spacers wide £8.63 £7.94 

DN4 Hoffman deep brood £8.98 £8.26  Hoffman convertor clips £8.75 £8.05 

SN1 National Shallow super £8.09 £7.44  National Castellated spacers (9) £1.81 £1.67 

SN4 Hoffman shallow £8.98 £8.26  National Castellated spacers (10) £2.00 £1.84 

Commercial Deep brood £11.25 £10.35  Uncapping forks £3.44 £3.16 

14” X 12” Deep brood £10.50 £9.66  Bee brush £5.63 £5.18 

commercial manley £8.75 £8.05  Metal runners -pair £1.10 £1.01 

    Queen introduction cages £0.31 £0.29 

Wax    Queen marking cage (press in) £6.56 £6.04 

National Deep £13.23 £12.17  Queen cage clip type £3.44 £3.16 

National Shallow £8.21 £7.56  Queen cage plunger type £1.56 £1.44 

National Shallow (unwired) £5.28 £4.85  Queen marking pen £4.88 £4.49 

Commercial Deep £16.63 £15.30  Queen catcher - glass £4.40 £4.05 

Commercial shollow £11.00 £10.12  1/2kg x frame nails £1.25 £1.15 

Commercial shollow (unwired) £9.55 £8.79  5L contact feeder £7.13 £6.56 

14” X 12” Deep £18.04 £16.59  Rapid plastic feeder £7.28 £6.69 

    Frame feeder £9.38 £8.63 

Medicaments    Mouse guards £0.50 £0.46 

Apiguard (2 containers) £4.50 £4.14  Porter bee escapes £0.63 £0.58 

Certan £17.38 £15.99  Conical tap strainer £15.63 £14.38 

Vita Gold 250ML (5 hives) £17.38 £15.99  Stainless double strainer £16.88 £15.53 

Fabi spray £11.55 £10.63  Nylon double strainer £7.50 £6.90 

Turpentine 4litre £51.81 £47.67  Nylon Honey tap £7.50 £6.90 

Oxalic Acid Crystals(50gms) £1.06 £0.98  Fondant Candy 12.5kg £14.88 £13.69 

Acetic Acid 80% 1Lt £21.50 £19.78  Gloves diposable boxed £5.33 £4.90 

Lactic Acid15% (1 hive) £0.88 £0.81  Mesh floor insert £2.14 £1.97 

Soda £1.13 £1.04  Beekeepers Rule £1.88 £1.73 

    Gravel tray £5.93 £5.45 

 


