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Chairman’s chat








It seems that the beekeeping season has come to an early and sudden end. By the final week of July it was
feeling like the end of August already.
I expect you’ve had people ask you “did your bees like the hot weather?” My reply has been that whilst the
hot weather wasn’t in itself a problem so long as there was water for cooling the hive, the long dry period
did make the nectar dry up. All in all it has been rather a short season. If you can cast your mind back as far
as the spring, it was cold and wet for a long time, and it felt like things would never get started. Then
everything flowered at once, there was hardly a June gap, and suddenly it was all over. Lots of us I know lost
colonies over winter, so with a poor start followed by the short season, it’s not been the best year for many.
The bees as always knew what they were doing, and from talking to divisions from Surrey, Sussex and Kent it
seems that there has been comparatively little swarming this year.
Those who have managed to maintain good stocks have done reasonably well for honey. Anecdotally,
members in the North of our borough seem to have fared better than those in the south. There’s still time
for the weather to send us another surprise of course.
However much honey you’ve harvested this year, don’t forget that the honey shows are coming up. Don’t be
shy about making an entry. The Croydon Honey Show is very friendly and everyone is encouraged to “have a
go”. We are really fortunate to have Peter Bashford as our judge again this year. He is always very supportive
of all entrants and offers plenty of constructive comments and advice. Put some honey in, you never know
what might happen.

Bob Barnes
Collett Memorial Appeal
We are over half way to our target for the appeal to fund a cup in the Croydon Honey Show that will celebrate the
significant contributions of John and Rosemary Collett to our Association. If you’d like to donate and haven’t yet
done so, we’d appreciate having your contribution in the next couple of weeks. Full details are in the letter that went
out with your renewal pack a few weeks ago, otherwise contact our chair – chair@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk
Items for sale
A friend of a Croydon member has the following items for sale. Prices to be negotiated, but reasonable offers
accepted. Contact info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk in the first instance.
2 complete National hives with mesh floor, brood box 14x12, 2 supers, crown board and roof. Both hives approx 3/4
years old and in good condition purchased from Paynes.
Additional National Hive items:










New mesh floor and varroa board
4 supers
Brood box 14x12 - new
Crown board
Poly Nuc 14x12 new. But can be used for
regular frames by removing the eke
Poly Nuc 14x12 used but good condition.
24 new made up frames 14x12
25 new sheets foundation 14x12
4 new super frames with foundation









4 rapid feeders, round 2 litre size.
9 supers drawn and mostly new
Honey bucket x 2
Honey strainer - stainless steel – the dual
coarse+fine type
small smoker
bee brush
4 pouches of Apiguard exp. 09/18



Brand new medium size Payne’s bee suit beige.



hive tool

Item wanted
Your Chair is looking for a WBC hive with roof, floor, stand, and three lifts. Condition is not critical and the internal
boxes are not needed. Contact: chair@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk
Dates for your diary
Apiary Meetings: 9th September & 23rd September
29th September – Croydon Honey Show – details already circulated to members
13th October – Croydon Beekeepers’ AGM – details to follow
News from the Apiary

Apiary meetings have continued on continued on the 2nd & 3rd Sundays. Apart from our last Sunday in
August which had continuous rain - one very keen potential beekeeper still managed to turn up - the
weather has been absolutely ideal for learning how to handle bees. Our honey crop (as expected) is down
this year but the hope is to have some strong hives overwintering: we have concentrated on keeping varroa
populations (also deformed wing virus) down on all hives situated at the apiary – not the easiest of tasks but
MAQS treatments and reduced entrances seem to be working. We are very fortunate (for the time being) to
have continued use of the extraction room at Brays Farm, Sth Nutfield (John & Rosemary Collett’s old
residence); this is due to the kind invitations of Matthew Elphick & Ken Hamilton who are working at the
farm. As you can see a pretty good time was had by all!

