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o Chairman’s chat
I’ve never known the start of a season like this when so many beekeepers are admitting to having lost
colonies over winter. Anecdotally it seems that colony losses in our area could be at around 30%. Perhaps
bees are going to be in short supply this year. Although, remembering back to a rainy spring a few years
ago, when the weather finally got better, lots of colonies still managed to swarm on the first sunny day – so
watch out! If you are a beginner looking for your first bees, don’t forget to put your name on our swarm
list. We’ll always make sure a more experienced beekeeper does the swarm catching, but you could end up
with free bees (donations to CBKA always accepted of course!). There is also a list of householders in our
area who have offered their gardens as possible apiary sites. For either of these opportunities email
info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk
Meanwhile, there has been a lot going on at the Croydon Beekeepers’ apiary. After months of working
through rain and mud, we’ve nearly reached our goals. The team, led by Apiary Manager David Shepherd,
has been working hard right through the winter to create the perfect environment. There’s new planting,
new fencing, a new toilet, and considerable improvements to the inside of the hut. The idea is to make the
apiary more attractive to members, beginners, and those wanting to find out more about bees and
beekeeping. To show our pride in the new facilities, we are holding an apiary open afternoon on Saturday
26th May from 2.30pm. We’ve invited colleagues from other Surrey divisions, Hartley Down allotment
holders, and representatives from other local organisations with whom we are building contacts. It would
be great to see as many Croydon members there as possible, especially if you have not been down to the
apiary for a long time. Partners and children are also very welcome at this event. Come to see the facilities,
and to thank the team who have put so much work into the improvement projects. We will also be
drinking tea, eating cake, and if it rains, winging about the weather.
It seems ironic that we’ve done all this work and haven’t yet been able to enjoy a glorious spring in the
apiary, but the good times will come.
Bob

o Classifieds
Equipment for sale

An ex-beekeeper in West Wickham has a large quantity of used beekeeping equipment for sale, much of it in very
good condition. There are plenty of hive parts, tools and sundries. Contact info@croydonbeekeepers.org.uk to be
put in touch.

o Dates for your diary
Tuesday 1st May
'How to make an inexpensive queen trap; replacing the need to use chemicals to control varroa'.
Venue: The Hive, St. Andrews Church, 29B Southbridge Rd, Croydon CR0 1AG
Time: 8pm to 10 pm
Speaker: Steve Riley, Education Officer, Westerham Beekeepers

Saturday 5th May
Croydon Beekeepers at Knights Garden Centre, Chelsham, CR6 9DZ. Come along to support the team and
talk to members of the public about …. Bees.

Saturday 26th May
Croydon Beekeepers’ open afternoon at Hartley Down allotments. Drop in between 2.30pm and 4.30pm.
Members and their families especially welcome.

Monday 28th May
Surrey County Show, Stoke Park, Guildford. Bee displays organised by Surrey Beekeepers. The show opens
at 8am and closes at 6pm.
http://www.surreycountyshow.co.uk

2nd and 4th Sundays of each month
Regular members’ apiary sessions at Hartley Down. Come along for 2.30pm to get kitted up to do some beekeeping
(weather permitting). Always tea and chat!

Website
Don’t forget you can keep up-to-date with all our forthcoming events by looking at our website:
http://www.croydonbeekeepers.org.uk/events-calendar

o News from the Apiary
Our colonies have suffered more than average from winter
losses this year and at the time of writing only few colonies
remain that we would call reasonably strong. The good
news is the new composting toilet is in action, we have been
working on the insulation and lining of the hut to make it
more suitable for holding small group meetings; our
‘wildlife’ themed garden is progressing in leaps & bounds.
Many hours of hard work have been put in by the apiary
team – very many thanks to everyone who has helped.
The ‘apiary drone’ managed to make two days of the BBKA Spring Conference in Shropshire this Spring and attended
a number of lectures on Bee Diseases & Queen Bee health – it is fascinating how some learned professors can
become so enthused about bee viruses! The longevity of the winter (diutinus) bees was very much discussed and is a
major concern at present: they have a different physiology and should be able to live up to nearly 6 months
compared with about 5 weeks for the summer worker. The winter longevity is reduced by Deformed Wing Virus
(amongst other factors): both A & B variants are endemic, but the B form has a particularly severe effect. It seems
that Varroa mite is a major vector, but more so significant for the B
form: even when present in a colony its effect seems to be much
reduced in the absence of varroa! The message is we must be on top of
the Varroa this year: continually monitor, keep populations low, and
reduce all hive entrances. Small entrances reduce robbing but it relies
on everyone doing so: you cannot stop your bees robbing other
unprotected hives!
Good Beekeeping!

