Croydon Beekeepers’ Association
June/July 2018 Notes
Division News:
South of England Agricultural Show – June 7th-9th
Our Chairman Bob Barnes is also chair of the SEAS sub-committee
responsible for the large ‘Bees & Honey’ section in this 3-day show. Five
of our members were part of the stewarding team on one of the days and
we enjoyed ourselves thoroughly. During the afternoon Richard Snelling
made friends with two very attractive ‘girl guides’ in addition to his acting
as the demonstrator with the external bee hives.

Beekeeping Training & Education
1. The ‘Beekeeping for Beginners Course’ started in February with
12 non-members and finished at the end of May with practical
sessions at the apiary. Thank you Mark Stott (past Chair) for
leading and to Mags Scott, Kirsty Gordon et al. who were part of
the team - an excellent course.
2. The BBKA Basic Award Exam was held in the second week of June with excellent results: all five
members who took the practical test passed with CREDIT (>75% marks): thank you again to Tracey Carter
for organising all the theory & practical training sessions involved – our best results yet! We would
encourage all new beekeepers to take the Basic Award after keeping bees for a year or so: it gives a very good
basic knowledge emphasising common pitfalls that new beekeepers usually encounter.
3. Shows: We provided a stall, an observation hive and sold honey at two events. Thank you Harry Parker &
Joyce Atkinson for organising the team:
a. The Sanderstead Horticultural Society Summer Show in June;
b. The Millers Pond Summer Fayre in July.
4. Talks given to Schools and Uniformed Organisations in May & June: illustrated talks about honey bees
and other pollinators together with dressing up in veils etc and role play when time allows.
a. 1st Shirley Rainbows

c. 11th Sanderstead Brownies

b. 29th Purley Girl Cubs

d. 29th Purley Boy Cubs

e. Laleham Lea School – classes 1 & 2
Requests for parties of youngsters to visit our apiary are often received: large groups are out of the question but of
course we now have the facility to host groups of about 6 – 8 youngsters accompanied by responsible adults. Young
people with their parents are always welcome.

News from the Apiary
The apiary has been looking resplendent with its mini-meadows thanks to our apiary ‘Ivy’ team and to Sally Grenville
who organised the seeding.
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We struggled to provide sufficient hives for training (also queens for observation hive) in May/June, due to the need to
split hives as part of swarm control and aggravated by a couple of mishaps. A few weeks later most hives re-queened
and we are now in a better position, although some of hives remain on the small side. Thank you to Peter Donovan &
Paul Vereycken for making hives available when we were in need.
Our Sunday apiary meetings have continued on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month. Our last meeting was about the legally
notifiable brood diseases: most appropriate at this time as apiaries just
North of Croydon have been put on official standstill notice for EFB
(European Foul Brood); also the far side of Surrey - we all need to be
on our guard. Mark Stott introduced and led the afternoon.

The photos shown are pre-drought: we have been topping up the ‘ponds’ and watering furiously over the last few
weeks - it still looks nice. Best wishes The ‘Ivy’ Team [DR,HP,RW,KO,NO,CF,JM ,DS]

Gentleman Beekeeper – a member of CBKA for 43 years
In June some of our members attended Michael Wright’s funeral who sadly
passed away in May earlier this year. Mike learned his beekeeping from his
uncle in Jamaica and as a young man came to Croydon as one of the ‘Windrush
Generation’ in the mid 1950’s. He had trained as a cabinet maker and spent his
working life in the UK as a skilled carpenter; Mike joined Croydon Beekeepers in
1975 and has been a full member ever since, taking active parts in the honey
shows of earlier years. Mike’s wife died over 10 years ago and despite suffering
from serious respiratory problems, his bees stayed very much a part of his life.
Folk who knew him described him as a gentle and charming beekeeper. Our condolences and love go to his family.

August Events - for the diary:
Sunday 12th August: Hartley Down Apiary Meeting - 2pm for 2.30pm start
Sunday 19th August: Honey Extraction Meeting – 2pm. Brays Farm, South Nutfield – details to follow
Sunday 26th August: Hartley Down Apiary Meeting – 2pm for 2.30pm start

ALSO - for the diary:

Saturday 29th September: Croydon Honey Show – details to follow
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