Croydon Beekeepers’ Association
March Newsheet
o Chairman’s chat
The excellent beginners’ course run by Mark Stott has been fully subscribed again this year, so we will soon have a
new batch of beekeepers starting with the craft.
It was lovely to see so many of these new faces at our meeting earlier this month, and one of the issues that came
up in the informal chat afterwards was about where to keep bees. Croydon BBKA covers quite a range of terrain, all
the way from green-belt Woldingham to some very urban areas. Yet across our area, there are plenty of places
where bees can be kept, if we can only tease them out.
From time to time we get members of the public volunteering their gardens as possible apiary sites. These come
either through the website, phone calls, or when we are out meeting people at shows. I am compiling a list of the
owners of such locations, in the hope of putting members in touch. Of course not every site that is offered will be
suitable, and we’ll make sure that an experienced member is available to assess each one.
We don’t have room for any more members’ bees at Hartley Down apiary: we do need more places that clusters of
members can put bees. This might be on allotment sites, and we are going to be working with Croydon Council to try
to make this happen; however we really need people to volunteer to help organise it.
When you are starting out, the ideal place for your first hive is often your own garden, if that is possible. You’ll want
your bees in a position where you can have the thrill of watching their activities early on a summer morning with a
cup of coffee in your hand. It’s also a big advantage to have your hive where equipment is easily to hand. If your
bees are a car drive away, it’s really annoying to start an inspection and then find you need to go home for some
forgotten hive part. I know... I’ve done it!
Wherever you keep your bees, I hope the new season starts well for you. Here’s hoping we are soon rid of the
terrible weather.
Bob

o Vacancy of the month
The committee would be delighted to hear from someone with Wordpress experience who could do some
reorganisation on the CBKA website.

o Dates for your diary






5th May – CBKA will have a stall at Knights’ Garden Centre in Chelsham
26th May – open afternoon at Hartley Down apiary. We’re inviting representatives from various
organisations with which we work to come and see what we do. All members also very welcome.
28thMay – Surrey County Show in Guildford
7-9th June – South of England Show in Ardingley
1st July - summer garden meeting. Come along to a member’s garden and see how they keep their bees and
to enjoy tea, cake, and beekeeping chat.
29th September – Croydon Honey Show at the Selsdon Centre.

o News from the Apiary
Happy Spring Equinox to Us All. We have had a number of hive losses over the winter and suspicion falls on viruses
(perhaps also nosema – microsporidian fungal pathogen) which reduce the longevity of the winter (diutinus) bees.
We certainly had DWV (deformed wing virus) reappear in at least two of our colonies in the autumn – both now
have succumbed..
March/April is the danger period when colony populations are at their lowest: the winter bees are coming towards
the end of their lives; at the same time hopefully the queen is laying and sufficient bees are available to maintain the
brood temperature of around 35 Deg C. If there are not enough to maintain the brood then queen laying will reduce
and there may come a point of no return when the colony is insufficient in number to remain viable. There are of
course so many additional adverse factors such as extended cold or wet weather, lack of available spring pollen,
poor health etc. Healthy ‘winter bees’ should live 4- 6 months: those born in spring through to autumn live only a
matter of weeks (4-5?).
Down at the apiary your team has been hard at work with maintenance and checking duties. Some of the interior of
the hut has been boarded but work in recent weeks has stopped due to the wet and muddy conditions.
The good news is that now we have a ‘Composting Toilet’ for all to use (partly
financed by a Croydon Council Grant and partly from our own funds) –
ordering and erection supervised by our Chairman .
Please check the website for meetings– we hope to commence Sunday
meetings in late April. Help is always appreciated on Thursdays.

o Winter Meetings
Our three winter meetings were very well attended: many thanks to
Joyce Atkinson and Nick O’Toole (plus others) for organising.
‘Healing Products of Honey’ had been extremely well researched by
Geoff Blay: it was so interesting to learn that Manuka originated in
Australia and that the hunting of the Moa destroyed vast swathes of
wilderness in New Zealand which then became re-populated by Manuka
bushes.
The Honey & Mead tasting was our first visit to ‘The Hive’ venue, part of
St Andrews Church, Southbridge Road – an excellent evening!
‘Products of the Hive You May Not Have Thought of’ by Ian Judge
produced some interesting uses such as bee sting venom used in very
expensive face cream and early beeswax tooth fillings.

